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Art. XVIII.— Case in which various Foreign Bodies were Inserted in 

the Brain with Suicidal Intent, and retained there for several months. 

By Wm. B. Carpenter, M.D., Attending Physician to the Kansas 

State Prison. 

Arout tlio month of October, 1814, Thomas Waters, a prisoner in the 
Kansas State Penitentiary, ret. 28, who had been an inmntoover six years, 
attempted suicide in a novel manner. 

Three years previously he had been duly examined by a competent 
medical board and pronounced insane, and accordingly sent to the State 
Asylum for the Insnno for treatment. 

At the expiration of twelve months lie was returned to the prison ns 
cured, and with the remark of the superintendent, that he had never con¬ 
sidered him insane, in which he was mistaken, ns tlio sequel shows. 

I directed him to bo admitted to tlio prison hospital, whoro lie war. kept 
for tho subsequent portion of his term. IIo took his meals with tho rest 
of tho hospital inmates, and except occasionally (during tho last year) 
was quiet and obedient to tlio rules, getting a little hilarious or imperti¬ 
nent, but upon being reproved bo «t once desisted. Ho was rather inclined 
to restlessness, but seldom giving any trouble was allowed to amuse him¬ 
self ns lie pleased. His general physical appearance, habits, and secre¬ 
tions indicated reasonable bodily health, so that he very seldom required 
medicine. 

In tho latter part of the summer of 1874, he several times inquired of 
the hospital steward, what were the dose and effects of strychnia, of mor¬ 
phia, and of chloroform. Nothing was thought of it at the time, in fact 
the steward did not then mention it. but lit an unguarded moment the 
prisoner obtained entrance to the dispensary, adjoining the ward, and 
drank from n bottle a quantity of chloroform; it was somo moments ere 
the door could be broken open (ns ho had been cunning enough to turn 
the key), and the bottle forced from him. Tlio quantity ho had taken 
was ro great as to produce violent emesis, which relieved tlio stomach of 
tlio largest portion, but the vomiting was kept up for several days. 

Tho probability is, that, having witnessed tlio uso of tho nmeslhctic at 
different times for surgical operations, it suggested itself to him to bo nil 
easy way to terminate bis existence; this was tlio first intimation of a 
desire to tnko bis own life. Ho made attempts afterwards to gain entrance 
to the dispensary, but was always prevented. 

One evening at tho close of one of my visits to tho prison, tho hospital 
attendant stated that Waters wished to see me; he was usually so reticent 
that I was surprised, and asked what he wished; the nurse remarked ho 
has been putting wires and tilings into bis bead, and wishes you to remove 
them. I repaired to tho ward and found Waters sitting quietly upon his 
cot, very polite and willing to allow mo to make an examination of his 
head. At about an inch above the top of the right ear I found n small 
punctured wound which be bad made with an awl, and on passing a pocket 
probe felt a metallic substance. Willi a pair of dressing forceps I seized 
the end of it, and attempted its removal, but failed. I then made an in¬ 
cision with a bistoury across the wound half an inch in length, mid applied 
the bulldog forceps; and, after two forcible attempts, withdrew from the 
opening a piece of No. 20 broom wire, four and three-fourths inches in 
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length, perfectly straight, and with tho smallest possible portion of the 
end to get hold of. This wire had been retained thero just twenty-four 
hours, mid on entering the room ho lmd told mo his only inconvenience 
wns a severe headache, which, within thirty minutes after tho removal of 
tho wiro, ho said had entirely ceased. I directed him to bo kept quiet, 
with a cool damp cloth to tho head, and oxpected thero would result cere¬ 
bral disturbances, and perhaps paralysis; but as no untoward consequences 
supervened, nothing more was done boyond keeping a close watch upon his 
movements, and not allowing anything to bo left within his reach with 
which ho might damage himself. 

One morning, somo four weeks after this, I learned that ho had the even¬ 
ing beforo seized upon an awl which a frescoer who was at work in tho 
ward lmd been using, and on refusing to return it 1m was reported to tho 
deputy warden. When that officer entered the hospital, Waters seized 
upon a wooden bucket lid, and drove the awl downward through the top 
of the bend up to thehmullo; be then submitted pAssively, and allowed 
the awl to bo withdrawn. 

No untoward results followed this attempt, but for greater security I 
directed him to bo confined in a cell. Each cell is provided with a small 
broom, with which, the occupant is required to sweep his cell daily; this 
broom wns unfortunately overlooked, and, being found by Waters, he 
secretly unwound a piece of the wire from it, and during the night thrust 
it into his head at tho lateral opening; this time producing paralysis of 
left arm and leg. When found in the morning rounds by the cell officer, 
he wns lying upon his mattress helpless, IIo was then ordered to bo 
returned to the hospital, and on being lifted upon a litter for transfer, 
the attendants discovered a piece of wire in his hair, one end of which wns 
thrust into the lateral opening. This wiro must havo trnnsfixed both 
hemispheres, as the skull could be easily felt at tho opposito side, resisting 
tbo passage of tlie wire; lie Imving, in the prcsenco of nil, tried repeatedly 
to thrust it further into the head. I watched him carefully from day to 
day for two weeks, when at once ho began, first, to use the hand, then tho 
foot, then tho limb, and finally to walk; during this time no symptom 
of unduo excitement was developed. 

From this date he expressed a great desire to live and to got well, 
making no further attempts to destroy himself; onco in awhile ho be- 
camo abstracted, keeping by himself, but only for a day or two; at all 
other times was cheerful, conversant, even witty, but in the presence of 
visitors usually restless. On questioning him during his melancholy 
moods I ascertained ho usually had at such times headache, and lato last 
spring he remarked ho thought his headache aroso from the needle work¬ 
ing through his brain, which be had put in at the side of the head before 
tho wire, and a nail, too, he added. Ac the wounds had been healed over 
several months I gave the matter no great credence, and seldom asked 
him about it, ns ho expressed a wish to forget it. During tho months of 
June, July, and August, he improved so much that ho was permitted to 
go and como at will about tho prison yard, and discharged many littlo 
offices for tho hospital steward; but it wns found that any exertion that 
had a tendency to excite tho circulation precipitated a slight epileptic 
attack; theso were, however, not frequent. 

He watched the days and weeks for tho close of his term, talked ongo¬ 
ing out again into the world, and of his plans. • After its closo ho obtained 
work in the vicinity, and was nllowed to return to the hospital to tako 
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his meals, and to sleep at night. After a week had passed, and lie had 
become accustomed to tho change, tho party for whom he laboured made 
arrangements for Waters to sleep at his house. Not resting well the first 
night or two, all around him being strange, he went one nfternoon to 
the city, A few miles away, and purchased a drachm bottle of morphia, for 
which ho made a good bargain with the druggist, getting a deduction in 
tho price of tho article. Had ho wished merely to destroy himself ho 
would have cared little what it cost him, so he obtained tho article; but tho 
evidence given at the inquest proved that lie only wished to obtain sleep. 
Failing to make bis appearance at breakfast, bis employer went to bis 
bed-room and found him sleeping heavily, from which ho was never 
aroused, dying soon after discovery. 

The autopsy was held ns soon as practicable thereafter, and tho exami¬ 
nation of the brain, witli tho assistance of Dr. Charles C. Shoycr, of 
Leavenworth City, revealed tho following facts: Lying side by side, em¬ 
bedded in the medullary substance of the middle lobe of tho right hemi¬ 
sphere, and in a horizontal position, wero a piece of No. 20 broom wiro 
two inches in length, and a large button neodlo witli a piece of black linen 
thread attached. The end of the wire slightly protruded, but the netdlo 
and thread wero entirely within the membranes mid firmly adherent to 
them. Dividing the lobe along the track of the wire and needle, with 
tho expectation of seeing traces of at least the first wire, which he had a 
score of times thrust in mid out at this opening in tho middlo lobo before 
many witnesses; to my astonishment there wns no trace of injury beyond tho 
length of the needle mid last wire. Along tho bodies of these, for several 
lines each side, the brain substmico wns broken down nml discoloured, which 
I attributed mainly to tho presence of the thread. Outside of this thero 
was nothing abnormal, except where the bodies pierced the coverings; 
these were thickened and firmly adherent to each other, tho convolutions 
adjacent, and to tho thread at the eye of tho needle. 

On removing tho top of the cranium I had observed tho end of a pieco 
of wiro similar to the others, protruding above the dura mater, ami on 
examination found it bad entered to the right of tho sagittal and pos¬ 
terior to the coronal suture, near to their crossing, descending verti¬ 
cally; its lower end wns felt resting upon tho dura muter at the basr of 
the brain, and immediately in front of the fissure of Sylvius. It wm in 
close proximity to, but did not wound the longitudinal sinus or tho corpus 
striatum; it traversed tho superior cortical portion, the internal boundary 
of the corpus callosum, and the medullary section; this accounts for there 
being no loss, after bis injuries, of any of the special senses, or nny symp¬ 
toms of aphasia from an infringement upon tho island of Iteil. Upon 
following up the track of the wire, which was two and threc-cighths inches 
in length, we came upon mi imperfect fourpenny finishing nail, flat, pointed, 
and headless, about one-fifth of an inch in width nt its broadest part, sus¬ 
pended vertically, side by side, with the wire. Owing to its greater weight 
it had settled lower than tho upper extremity of the wire, but was strictly 
within tho boundary of the medullary mass, except tho extreme lower 
point, which rested on tho dura mater at the baso of tho brain, instead of 
the wire, ns was at first supposed. 

Tho extent of softening along tho courso of the bodies last described 
wns not ns extensive ns of those of tho middle lobe, but all wero more or 
less insulated by a gelatinous substance closely adhering to them. 
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Dimensions of Bodies which had been inserted in (he Brain. 

1st wiro inches In length. 

2d wire 3J “ “ 

3d wire Gf u “ 

Wire removed from middle lobe 2, ! e inches. 

" " •* anterior lobo 2§ “ 

Nnil “ “ " •» 2] “ 

Needlo “ “ middlo “ 1$ inch. 

Thero is no doubt that tho presence of tho nbovo noticed bodies within 
tho brnin of this man would linvo been tho ultimate enuso of his dentil; 
still tho fact of his carrying thorn, ns ho did, with apparent impunity, 
renders this case peculiarly interesting. 

This man was strong, henlthy, vigorous, intelligent, well informed, 
witty; and of kind, social qualities to tho Inst; having n fino manly figure, 
n UJfiM-doYclopcd brnin, weighing, after druinngo of tho first extremo con¬ 
gestion, fifty-six ounces. 


Art. XIX. — Successful Treatment of Simple Jlanula Salivalis by 
Probing. By Wilmam Keller, M.D., of Philadelphia, 

The fow enses of simple ranula enlivnliB, which lmvo come under my 
observation, were obviated by cutting out a smnll picco of tho duet of 
Barthollno. 

At the end of Inst September a married lady, 23 years of age, consulted 
mo for this trouble. Tho tumour, situated on tho left side, consisted of a 
pellucid, oblong sac, extending from about a line and a half of the frenu¬ 
lum of the tongue backwards to tho sublingual gland, interfering to a 
considerable extent with mastication and speech. As the patient believed 
herself to bo near tho term of her first confinement, and being of a nervous 
disposition, she wished to postpone an operation. I explained to her that 
the operation was but trifling, and could be performed at any time without 
inconvenience. Thinking, however, over tho nature of the difficulty, which 
was on the increase, it afforded me a favourable occasion to try to freo tho 
pnssnge by probing. Therefore, finding at a short distance from the 
carunolo under tho tonguo a minute, round depression, I worked on it by 
gently turning, for a little while, between the thumb and forefinger, tho 
pointed end of a probe. This retired, I perceived a moisture coming out 
of the depression, like in tho normal state. The swelling was then very 
slowly decreasing, but four weeks after the duct had entirely contracted, 
and the parts hud returned to their normal appearance. 

I would like to recommend this simple manipulation in similar cases, ns 
tho most appropriate treatment. 



